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Brief History 

Township No.1 was chartered in 1737 by the 
General Court of Massachusetts Bay Colony and 
settled by 64 families of “Proprietors” in the 1740s 
and ‘50s.  Rev. Adonijah Bidwell was installed as 
the first Minister of Township #1 in October 1750 
and given Lot 25 for his home.  He built the 
Bidwell House and raised his four children here, 
serving as Minister for 34 years until his death in 
1784.  His son’s and grandson’s families lived here 
until 1853.  The 192 acre museum property has 
several original Proprietors’ Lots, cellar holes, 
walls, and roads.  (See map at right): 
Lot #1:  Site of First Meeting House—built during 
1740s; used until 1790s 
Lot #25:  First Minister’s Home Lot (Rev. Adonijah 
Bidwell) 
Lot #20:  Reserved for Second Minister’s Home Lot 
Lot #2:  Original Lot reserved for the Mills, along 
Loom Brook.  The Mill Lot was later relocated to 
the outlet of 12 Mile Pond (Lake Garfield) and the 
mills were built at what became Monterey Village. 
  The “Home Lots” of the 64 original proprietors 
were all located less than two miles from the 
Bidwell House.   
  The Old Boston-Albany Post Road bisects the 
museum property.  It was built to extend the 
King’s Highway from Blandford to connect to the 
colony’s settlements in Sheffield and “Indiantown” 
(Stockbridge).  The Royal Hemlock Trail runs 
northerly over the ridge, down to Hop Brook valley. 
Settlers in the Hop Brook area (now Tyringham 
village) used this rugged and steep 2 mile road up the 
mountain to attend services at the Meeting House.   
 

Bidwell House Trails 

A Kiosk is located at the museum parking lot with 

more information about the trails and additional 

interpretive trail guides.  A short walk up the hill is the 

historic Bidwell House, the ca. 1760s home of Rev. 

Adonijah Bidwell, first minister to Township No. 1 

(Tyringham & Monterey) from 1750-1784.  Feel free 

to stroll around the flower gardens, herb garden and 

heritage vegetable garden.  

Trails originate at several locations around the house 

and grounds.   

 Meeting House Trailhead – head south from kiosk 

at the parking lot.  

 Royal Hemlock Trailhead – head north from small 

kiosk at end of Art School Road, near the house.  

 Turkeybush Trailhead – head north from the west 

side of heritage vegetable garden.  

Cross Country Skiing – A loop trail is available for 

cross country skiing.  From the parking lot, follow the 

Barn Loop and Three Wives Walk past the Heritage 

Garden  and Trailhead. Loop connects through the 

north field trail to the Turkeybush Trail and Royal 

Hemlock Trail.  Trail is not groomed.   

DIRECTIONS TO MUSEUM PARKING LOT: 
From Rt. 23/Main Road in Monterey Village: Head 

North on Tyringham Road 1.5 miles to the 

intersection of Art School Road.  Turn left, 1 mile on 

Art School Road; follow signs to museum parking lot. 

From Main Road in Tyringham Village:  

Head south on Main Road 1.2 miles to Monterey 
Road.  Turn Right.  Follow Monterey Road (becomes 
Tyringham Road at the town line) 2.4 miles to Art 
School Road.  Turn Right, 1 mile on Art School Road; 
follow signs to museum parking lot.   

Mission Statement:  The Bidwell House Museum is a 

New England Heritage Site providing a personal 

encounter with history, early American home life, and the 

Berkshire landscape through its land, house and 

collection.  The Museum is a private non-profit education 

institution for the benefit of the community and today’s 

audiences of all ages, dedicated to preservation, 

scholarship and enjoyment of the landmark site.   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are approximately four miles of trails on 
the 192 acre property of the Bidwell House 
Museum.  Trails are generally easy to moderate, 
with lengths between 1/10 mile and loops up to 
3 miles, and can be enjoyed free of charge for 
hiking, historic interpretation, passive recreation, 
nature viewing, and cross country skiing or snow 
shoeing. The property is open year round during 
day time hours.  
The museum’s trail system also provides access 
to trails on the adjacent BNRC Hudson-Howard 
Reserve.  From the museum’s parking lot, follow 
the Royal Hemlock Trail north about 1/2 mile.  
The historic house museum will be open for 
tours by appointment only later in 2021. Call the 
Museum or check our website for more 
information. 
 

100 Art School Road, PO Box 537 

Monterey, MA 01245 

413-528-6888    

www.bidwellhousemuseum.org 

The Bidwell House is listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places 

 

I would like to become a member of the Bidwell 

House Museum. Annual Membership: 

☐ Individual $40 

☐   Family $75 

☐  Patron $125 

☐  Old Manse Society  $250 

☐  Hargis & Brush Circle $500 

☐  The Bidwell Society $1,000+ 

Name(s)    

Address     

City    

State     Zip   

Phone    

Email    

☐Check (payable to Bidwell House Museum) 

☐Charge $          to my ☐Visa  ☐MC 

Card #   

Exp. Date    V-Code   

Name on Card   

Signature   

  

http://www.bidwellhousemuseum.org/

