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Welcome to the 18th Century…
• Explore the trails and gardens of the 192-acre grounds
• Walk in the steps of the Native Peoples on a self-guided Woodland Trail
• Marvel at 18th century ingenuity at the hearths, ovens and tools
• Listen to the stories of the homestead and its inhabitants
• Learn about Berkshire and American History in the Outside the House Tour

Contents
2021 Business Partners         page 5

From the President         page 5

2021 Calendar of Events         page 7

Celebrating 30 Seasons          page 15

Museum Trail Map          page 18

Native American Woodland Walk        page 20

Founders Jack Hargis & David Brush       page 25

2021 Members          page 28

Board of Directors, Staff         page 28

Heritage Garden at the Bidwell House        page 29

Bidwell House Museum History        page 30

Address and Tours
100 Art School Rd  •  Monterey, MA 01245  •  413-528-6888  •  bidwellhouse@gmail.com
www.bidwellhousemuseum.org

Tours by appointment only on Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 11:00 am, 
1:00 pm or 3:00 pm. Tours must be booked 24 hours in advance and can be booked 
by calling 413-528-6888 or emailing the Museum at bidwellhm2@gmail.com. 
Gardens and grounds open year round, dawn until dusk.

Admission
$10 adult—$8 seniors—$5 students (12-18yr old)— children under 12 are free

Mission statement: The Bidwell House Museum is a New England heritage site 
providing a personal encounter with history, early American home life, and the 
Berkshire landscape, through its land, house and collection. The Museum is a non-profit 
educational institution for the benefit of the community and today’s audiences of all 
ages, dedicated to preservation, scholarship and enjoyment of the landmark site.
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A Message From the 
President   

Welcome Back!  

The Bidwell House Museum, your Museum of Early 
American History, is re-opening.  Huzzah!

Like every organization, we are breathing a big sigh of 
relief after the past year of covid.  With a high rate of 
vaccinations, things are returning to “normal.”  But it 
will be a new normal.  First, however, we are incredibly 
grateful for the support of our members, both long 
term and new.  You let us know how important the 
museum was to you.  

Although we were not able to offer house tours in 
2020, we quickly refocused on your experience in 
the gardens, on the grounds and 4 miles of existing 
trails, and on the land history outside the house.  It 
is no exaggeration that we had more visitors to the 
property during 2020 and winter-spring 2021 than 
ever. In 2021, there will be over two miles of new 
trails, new interpretive signage, and expansion 
of our self-guided Native American Interpretive 
Trail in collaboration with the Stockbridge-Munsee 
Community.  

A favorite addition over the past year has been 
Bidwell Lore, weekly editions telling stories about the 
Bidwell family, the community, and Native Americans.  
And we have many more stories to tell.  Please 
check the blog on our website. We also learned how 
produce our lecture series on-line with great success; 
many long-distance members who have not been 
able to attend our lecture series before were able 

to participate in these webinars.  Going forward, we 
will offer our lectures both in-person and with live-
streaming.  

The Bidwell House Museum is celebrating our 30th 
anniversary season. We are especially excited to be 
re-opening the house and outbuildings for our visitors 
to enjoy!  In spring 2020, we had just completed 
the final phase of restoration and accessibility 
improvements, and new displays in the carriage barn 
and 1840s room.  After a year’s delay, we’re looking 
forward to finally “cutting the ribbon” on these 
improvements. 

Many of you have expressed missing the guided tours 
of the beautifully restored and furnished 1760s house.  
We’re pleased to announce that the house tours are 
restarting in July!  Advance reservations are required 
– easy signups are available by calling the Museum at 
413-528-6888 or emailing bidwellhm2@gmail.com. 

Many of you have attended the history lecture 
series with outstanding scholars.  You’ve perused 
the gardens – enjoying the heirloom native flowers, 
heritage vegetables, pollinator plants. Or you’ve 
walked the trails. Or bird watched. Or walked your 
dog. Or just enjoyed the beautiful calm setting.  We’ll 
have that and more this year, including a Maker Day, 
Raid on Township #1 Reenactor Weekend, and our 
Festive Gala at the Bidwell Gardens! Check the web 
site for current events.  

There is so much more to explore, interpret, and 
stories to tell.  

Whether you are a long-time member or a new 
member or just passing through – Thank you! 

If the Bidwell House Museum is new to you, 
Welcome! 

No matter who you are, or what you know about the 
Bidwell House Museum, you have a treat in store. 

There a multiple ways to get involved as a visitor, 
member or as a volunteer. We look forward to seeing 
you at our events.  And if you’d like to really get 
involved, we have lots of volunteer opportunities.  

Let’s make history together.  Thank you.  

—Rob Hoogs, President of the Board of Trustees

Now Open at:
63 State Rd.

Great Barrington, MA

Order Online!
www.theBookloft.com

Phone:
413-528-1521413-528-1521

The Keator Family 
is pleased to 

support another 
one of Berkshire 
County's historic 

landmarks and 
their educational 

mission.
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2021 Season Program Schedule
Programs take place at the Bidwell House Museum, 100 Art School Road, Monterey,  unless otherwise noted. 

Check the Museum website for additional programs added after publication.

Continued on page 11

JUNE

June 9

Online History Talk

All That She Carried. A talk by Harvard 
Professor Tiya Miles. In 1850s South 
Carolina, an enslaved woman named 
Rose gave a sack filled with a few 
precious items to her daughter, Ashley, 
as a token of love and to try to ensure 
Ashley’s survival as well. Soon after, the 
nine-year-old girl was separated from her 
mother and sold. In the illuminating and 
deeply moving new book, All That She 
Carried, inspired by Rose’s gift to Ashley, 
historian Tiya Miles carefully unearths 
these women’s faint presence in archival 
records and draws on objects and art, to 
follow the paths of their lives in a singular 
and revelatory history of the experience 
of slavery, and the uncertain freedom 
afterward, in the United States. Members: 
Free. Non-members: $10. 7 p.m. via Zoom. 
Attendees must register on the Museum’s 
Website.

Sponsored by The Upper Housatonic 
Valley National Heritage Area

June 19

History Talk

Land: How the Hunger for Ownership 
Shaped the Modern World. A 
conversation with author Simon 
Winchester. Published in January 2021, 
Land examines in depth how we acquire 
land, how we steward it, how and why 
we fight over it, and finally, how we can, 
and on occasion do, come to share it. 
Ultimately, Winchester confronts the 
essential question: who actually owns the 
world’s land—and why does it matter? 
To be held at the Bidwell House Museum 
for a limited in-person audience and also 
streamed via Zoom. Members: Free. Non-
members: $10. 10 a.m. Attendees must 
register on the Museum’s website.

JULY

July 10

History Talk

In the Shadow of the Founders “Greatest 
Generations” in American History. A 
talk by John Demos, Samuel Knight 
Professor of American History Emeritus 
at Yale University and award-winning 
author.  At several strategic points in 
the American past, events have cast a 
particular generational cohort in a special, 
outsize role. Demos will discuss how Their 
lives and deeds have given a distinctive 
shape to our history, a recurrent and 
transformative charge of renewal. To be 
held at the Bidwell House Museum for 
a limited in-person audience and also 
streamed via Zoom. Members: Free. Non-
members: $10. 10 a.m. Attendees must 
register on the Museum’s website.

July 17

History Talk

Prisons in Colonial America. A talk by 
Princeton Professor Wendy Warren. 
We think of the current carceral crisis 
in the United States as a purely modern 
phenomenon. This talk will explain the 
long history of prisons in North America, 
and examine what has not changed 
between the earliest prisons and today. 
To be held at the Bidwell House Museum 
for a limited in-person audience and also 
streamed via Zoom. Members: Free. Non-
members: $10. 10 a.m. Attendees must 
register on the Museum’s website.

July 17

First Day of guided House Tours at the 
Bidwell House Museum!

Learn the story of the Bidwell family and 
the history of the house and grounds 
in this 45 minute guided tour. The tour 
begins outside where you will learn about 
the 18th century Berkshires and the arrival 
of Adonijah Bidwell to the area. The 
tour continues inside where you will see 
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66 Main St. Great Barrington, MA 01230
p. (413) 528-0024 * f. (413) 528-6093

www.domaneys.com

Fine Wine * Unique Beer  * Discount Liquors
Temperature Controlled Wine Room * Cigar Humidor

Domaney’s
BEER    WINE    LIQUOR 

800.742.9000  |  canyonranch.com/lenox

James Gurney, Garden of Hope, 1995 ©James Gurney

NRM.org  •  Stockbridge, MA  •  413.298.4100  •  KIDS & TEENS FREE! 

The escape you’ve been waiting for!

exhibitions on view through October 31

LAND OF ENCHANTMENT: 
Fantastical Sculptures 

Across the magical Museum grounds.

Enchanted:  
A History of Fantasy Illustration

Over 140 works of art by more than 100 artists across 5 centuries.June 16 - August 29 
All performances at Hancock Shaker Village

chestertheatre.org 

by Will Eno

by Eleanor Burgess

by 
Nia Vardalos
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MORE? BOCA

SOR
BARRINGTONSTAGECO.ORG
413.236.8888

UNDER THE TENT AT  
THE PRODUCTION CENTER

WHO COULD ASK FOR  
ANYTHING MORE?  
THE SONGS OF GEORGE GERSHWIN
JUNE 10 – JULY 3
Music by GEORGE GERSHWIN   

Lyrics by IRA GERSHWIN and DUBOSE HEYWARD  

Additional lyrics by BALLARD MACDONALD, BUDDY DESYLVA and GUS KAHN 

Conceived by JULIANNE BOYD and DARREN R. COHEN   

Musical Direction by DARREN R. COHEN   

Choreographed by JEFFREY L. PAGE  Directed by JULIANNE BOYD

WORLD PREMIERE PLAY

BOCA
JULY 30 – AUGUST 22
By JESSICA PROVENZ • Directed by JULIANNE BOYD

BOYD QUINSON STAGE

CHESTER BAILEY
JUNE 18 – JULY 3
By JOSEPH DOUGHERTY • Directed by RON LAGOMARSINO

NEW PLAY

ELEANOR
JULY 16 – AUGUST 1
By MARK ST. GERMAIN • Directed by HENRY STRAM

WORLD PREMIERE PLAY

SISTER SORRY
AUGUST 12 – 29
By ALEC WILKINSON • Directed by RICHARD HAMBURGER

WORLD PREMIERE MUSICAL

A CROSSING 
PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE CALPULLI MEXICAN DANCE COMPANY

SEPTEMBER 23 – OCTOBER 17
Conceived by JOSHUA BERGASSE and MARK ST. GERMAIN   

Book by MARK ST. GERMAIN • Story Consultant: ALBERTO LOPEZ 

Music & Lyrics by ZOE SARNAK 

Directed & Choreographed by JOSHUA BERGASSE

THE OUTDOOR TARTELL FAMILY STAGE

CELEBRATION OF  
BLACK VOICES
AUGUST 4 – 8

JULIANNE BOYD
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

AWARD-WINNING THEATRE  
IN DOWNTOWN PITTSFIELD

BEST THEATRE OF THE DECADE

how 18th century residents of the area 
would have lived. Tours in 2021 are by 
appointment only. The schedule for tours 
and bookings will begin in June. 

July 17 

Maker Day at the Bidwell House Museum

Spend an afternoon at the Bidwell House 
Museum watching local artisans perform 
traditional craft demonstrations. Visitors 
can also take a self-guided tour of the 
Native American Interpretive Trail, view 
the gardens and hike on the trails. 1 – 4 
p.m. FREE. 

AUGUST

August 27

Summer Fundraising Party

Hats Off to Thirty Years. Join us for our 
annual fundraising party in the Museum 
gardens with wonderful music, hors 
d’oeuvres by Kate Baldwin and a fantastic 
auction. 5-7 pm. Tickets go on sale in July.

SEPTEMBER

September 11

Housatonic Heritage Walk

Walking the Royal Hemlock Trail with 
Richard Greene. A guided walk on 
Bidwell lands as well as the BNRC's 
Hudson-Howard property, tracing the 
route of the early settlers of Township 
No. 1 to their first meeting house on the 
hill near the Bidwell House Museum. Dr. 
Richard Greene will lead the group on 
the old roadways, past foundations and 
stone walls of long-ago homesteads, and 
explore flora and fauna along the way. 
This walk last approximately 3 hours. 
Please dress for the weather and wear 
hiking boots. Terrain is steep and rocky 
in a few places. Bring water and a snack. 
FREE. 10 a.m

September 18-19

Raid on Township #1

Reenactment Weekend.  Experience a 
recreation of raids conducted by British 
Regular Forces along with Native and 
Loyalist allies in the Mohawk Valley 
after the Saratoga Campaign, 1778-

1783. Reenactors will put on two public 
battle demonstrations to show how the 
raids were conducted, as well as provide 
visitors an idea of what the military camps 
looked like when both the British and 
Continental Armies were in Campaign. 
Cooking and sewing projects as well as 
fatigue duty will help bring to life a camp 
during the American Revolution. 

Reenactment open 10-4 on Saturday 
and 10-2 on Sunday. Pre-registration 
is required. Tickets are $15/person for 
Members and $20/person for non-
Members. Children 12 and under are Free.

OCTOBER

October 2

Housatonic Heritage Walk

A Walk Through History with Rob Hoogs. 
Join Rob Hoogs, President of the Bidwell 
House Museum Board of Trustees, as he 
leads you on a historical hike along old, 
rough colonial roads. You will investigate 
cellar holes, a charcoal hearth, and 
beautiful old stone walls, ending on a 
hillside overlooking Stedman Pond, with 
filtered views into the Tyringham Valley. 
The walk is approximately 3 miles and will 
take around 3 hours. Wear appropriate 
shoes and bring water and a snack. FREE. 
10 a.m

October 9 and 10

Scary Stories Around the Fire with Robert 
Oakes

Hear Robert Oakes share some local 
ghost stories around the bonfire and then 
take a short tour through Bidwell House 
to hear some ghost stories from recent 
caretakers of the Museum. Refreshments 
will be available. Pre-registration required. 
More details to come in September.
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10% off  
Reg. price purchase with this ad.  

Good through 10/31/2021
Some restrictions apply.

www.wardsnursery.com
413-528-0166

600 Main St., Great Barrington 
Open Every Day

413.528.5945 ˜ 800.879.8155
info@mahaiwetent.com 

www.mahaiwetent.com

&

PARTY RENTALS
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30 Seasons at the 
Bidwell House Museum! 

In May of 1990, the Bidwell House 
Museum opened for tours and for the 
last 30 years we have been sharing 
the legacy of Adonijah Bidwell with 
visitors from near and far. 2020 was 
originally planned to be the Museum’s 
30th anniversary but that was waylaid 
by the COVID-19 pandemic when 
the house had to remain closed. So, 
in 2021 the Museum finally gets to 
celebrate its 30th season.

When Jack Hargis and David Brush 
originally bought the Bidwell house 
in 1960 they likely had no idea how 
many lives would be touched by their 
later generosity and so in this article 
we want to highlight some of the 
important moments in the history of 
the Museum. For more information 
about Hargis and Brush, turn to page 
25 of the Almanac.

In the May 24th 1990 issue of the 
Bidwell Courier, the Bidwell House 
Museum was introduced to the 
Berkshires along with Founding 
Curator Shirley Clute and Board 
President David Walker Price.  They 
had worked tirelessly, researching the 
life of Adonijah Bidwell, setting up the 
house, creating an educational tour 
and cataloguing the collection. Open 
for guided tours for the first time, the 
Bidwell House Museum was on its way 

to becoming an important resource for 
educating visitors on early Berkshire 
history.

A few years later, under the leadership 
of then Director Lisa Simpson, the 
Museum organized the symposium 
Myth of the New England Landscape.  
This event set the stage for the 
Museum’s research into local land 
history and the Mohican story. 

As the years went on, interest in 
the Museum grew, membership 
expanded and volunteers became a 
vital part of the Museum. Whether 
working as docents, helping with 
programs or weeding in the garden, the 
connection to the Museum formed a 
Bidwell family throughout the region. 
The “Garden Angels” created by 
Museum friend Jan Emmons, met 
every Saturday morning to share in 
good conversation and even better 
refreshments while keeping the 
gardens looking lovely through the 
year.

In 2009, local gardener Ruth Green 
was hired and during her tenure the 
gardens became a true destination. 
Her knowledge of native plants and 
colonial horticulture helped create a 
space that is beautiful and educational. 
The heritage vegetable garden was 
started in 2010 and to this day you can 
stroll through rhubarb, raspberries, 
carrots, and squash laid out as 
Reverend Bidwell might have done.

History education is a huge part of the 

Continued on page 17

Opening Concert with Diane Taraz 2018

Barbara Tryon Leading a tour in 2007

Students with cairn 2002

Township day Baking Contest 2013
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by William Shakespeare
Directed by Nicole Ricciardi
Featuring Christopher Lloyd

The New Spruce Theatre
JULY 2 – AUGUST 28

OUTDOOR THEATRE

OUTDOOR THEATRE OUTDOOR THEATRE

OUTDOOR THEATRE

by Debra Ann Byrd
Directed by Tina Packer

The Roman Garden Theatre
JULY 16 – 25

by Yasmina Reza
Translated by Christopher Hampton
Directed by Christopher V. Edwards

JULY 30 – AUGUST 22
The Roman Garden Theatre

by William Shakespeare
Directed by Alice Reagan

The Roman Garden Theatre
SEPTEMBER 1 – 5

A Workshop Production

Tina Packer Playhouse

by debbie tucker green
Directed by Regge Life

SEPTEMBER 10 – OCTOBER 3

hang

Tina Packer Playhouse

by Eugène Ionesco
Directed by James Warwick

OCTOBER 8 – 31

2021 Season

413.637.3353
SHAKESPEARE.ORG

70 Kemble Street
Lenox, Massachusetts

Museum’s mission and in the early 
2000’s the Young History Scholars 
Program was started, giving local 
high school and college students 
the opportunity to complete a paid 
internship at the Museum. While 
onsite they learned about local history, 
gave tours and wrote a research 
paper, learning important skills about 
Museums and public speaking.  The 
Bidwell House Museum has been lucky 
to hosted 50 interns since the start 
of the program and half of them have 
worked at the Museum for 2 summers 
or more. 

As the Museum approached its 25th 
anniversary in 2015, the Board and 
staff knew that the time had come 
to consider restoring and updating 
the historic structure.  That fall the 
Museum embarked on what would 
turn out to be a very successful 
Capital Campaign. This fundraising 
effort, through a combination of 
grants and private donations, allowed 
the Museum to replace the roof and 
gutters, repoint the chimney, insulate 
part of the 2nd floor, update the 
electrical wiring, create an accessible 
entrance to the house and make the 
restroom usable for all visitors. A video 
tour of the 2nd floor was also filmed 
to give patrons the ability to see the 
entire house even if they were not able 
to climb the stairs. This work not only 
opened up the house to a much wider 
audience but also ensured it will be 
around for many years to come.

In 2018 the Museum opened the 
Native American Woodland Walk 
(which you can read about on page 
20). The expansion of the Museum 
story to include the communities who 
resided on this land long before the 
Bidwell family was an important and 
necessary update.  Work on that trail 
has led to a wonderful relationship 
with the Stockbridge-Munsee Band of 
the Mohicans and inspired numerous 
programs to remind visitors that the 
Mohicans are still here.

Finally, 2020 turned the world upside 
down, but at the Bidwell House 
we were determined to try to find 
the silver linings. Moving Museum 
programs online expanded our 
audience and helped us reach people 
far away. Some of the biggest impact 
came out of a new history email 
series we titled Bidwell Lore. Read by 
hundreds of people each week via 
email, Facebook and the Museum 
website, this series started with the 
story of the Bidwell Family, moved to 
the story of the Mohicans and in late 
spring 2021 segued into the story of 
Township #1, today’s Monterey and 
Tyringham. As long as we have local 
history stories to tell, we will keep 
publishing Bidwell Lore.

The Board and staff of the Bidwell 
House Museum are thrilled to 
celebrate 30 seasons 20 2021 and we 
cannot wait to see what the next 30 
will bring! 

Continued from 15
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Native Americans have lived in this 
region for over seven thousand years. 
The indigenous peoples to this area are 
the Mohican Nation who numbered 
about 20,000 people, and flourished 
in the Hudson River valley and 
Housatonic River valley.  They used the 
upland woodlands including Monterey 
for their hunting grounds. New for the 
2018 season, the Museum has created 
a new interpretive trail with signage 
to illustrate different facets of Native 
American life from the pre-contact 
period prior to the 1600s. 

On the front porch of the Museum you 
will find a map of the new trail. Begin 
in the carriage barn where you will find 
a brief history of the Mohicans – the 
Muh-he-con-neok – “the People of the 
Waters That Are Never Still” – who 
became known as the Stockbridge-
Munsee after living in Stockbridge in 
the 1700s.  The self-guided walk takes 
you back in time with displays about 
medicinal herbs, farming practices 

and a wigwam hunting village. Once a 
month, Rob Hoogs, will lead a guided 
walk of the trail.

Although the Stockbridge Indians 
were forced to relocate westward 
in the 1780s, this area remains 
their sacred homeland and the tribe 
maintains a strong connection here.  
The Native American Woodland and 
Hunting Grounds Interpretive Trail 
at the Bidwell House Museum was 
developed in collaboration with the 
Upper Housatonic Valley Heritage 
Area and with the input and consent 
of the Stockbridge-Munsee Band of 
the Mohican Nation.  This is part of a 
regional Native American Interpretive 
Trail focusing on the Mohican Nation 
in Western Massachusetts and 
Northwest Connecticut. This trail tells 
one part of the Mohican story.  You 
can find other parts of the story at 
the Mission House in Stockbridge, 
Monument Mountain in Great 
Barrington, and other locations.  

Native American Woodland Trail – Woodlands 
and Hunting Grounds

School Children Explore the wigwam on the 
Museum grounds

The heritage garden in the summer

EDITH WHARTON’S HOME

Book online at 
EdithWharton.org

Lenox, MA • 413-551-5111
   

“One of America’s best 
historic homes”

—Architectural Digest
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1   History of the Mohicans; Projectile Point Display

 2   Native American Medicinal Herbs
 
 3  Agricultural Practices

4  Wigwam Hunting Village

5  Woodland Management

6  Indian Trails

7  Mosaic of Land Uses

8  Maple Sugaring

9  Impacts of Colonization

A   Bidwell House—Historic 1760s house and period 
furnishings; tours available (check web site)

 B   Horse Barn—exhibit of 18th–19th century colonial 
farm implements

 C   Piggery—exhibit of 18th–19th century colonial 
farms implements

D  Foundation of 19th century barn

E   Foundations of two 19th century barns

F  Parade Ground

G  Field
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Jack and David

Telling the story of the Bidwell House 
Museum often starts with early history: 
thousands of years of Mohican land use, 
creation of Township Number 1, and the 
first minister building the manse on the 
hill.

However, the transition of this historic 
house as a residence to the Museum you 
see today can be traced to two men: Jack 
Hargis (1924-1986) and David Brush 
(1924-1983). The two met at Parsons 
School of Design in the 1940s, after 
which they taught at their alma mater 
and worked for various fashion designers 
before moving on to freelancing. While 
they were both employed in the fashion 
industry, David became more interested 
in historic textiles, and several pieces in 
the house are the result of his meticulous 
restoration and reproduction, including 
the bargello rug currently on view in 
the 1840s Room and the crewelwork 
curtains in the Best Bedroom.

Their purchase of “Deepwoods Manse” 
in 1960 and the subsequent restoration 
transformed the place from a mid-
century second home to an 18th century 
residence with authentic furnishings 
and finishes, or at least as close as was 

available to them. When they purchased 
the house from the Conn family, it had 
been unoccupied for five years, and used 
only as a summer home for the twelve 
years leading up to that. Though they 
were looking for a restoration project in 
this area to use as a second home, as 
they were both working in the fashion 
industry in New York, they were new 
to collecting Early American antiques. 
Using Rev. Adonijah Bidwell’s probate 
inventory, they set out to acquire 
the items listed from antique dealers 
throughout the northeast and abroad, 
as well as from neighbors and Bidwell 
descendants. This formed the seed of our 
object collection, and most of the items 
on display throughout the house came 
from their personal collection.

At the time of their deaths in the 1980s, 
the house had been thoroughly restored 
after over twenty years of their care and 
effort. In order to ensure the continuation 
of all their hard work, Jack Hargis stated 
in his will that his entire estate was to 
be left to an historical non-profit to be 
selected by his executor, Bill Brockman, 
which would then open the house to 
the public as a museum. This led to 
the formation of Old Manse, Inc., in 
1987, which worked for several years 
to transition the house into a museum, 
opening in May of 1990.

 The house, circa 1960s, when owned by Jack 
Hargis and David Brush

Jack and David in Paris
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Bidwell House Museum 2021 Members
Members as of June 14, 2021

Aplert, Gerry and Hank

Austin, Diane and 
Aaron Nurick

Barkin, Maggie and Don

Baum, Suzi Banks

Bergeron, David and 
Deborah

Berkshire Athenaeum

Bernard, Ronald

Bisiewicz, Marilyn

Blau, Kelly

Borax, Penelope

Brandwein, Charles and 
Sydney

Brinberg, Judith

Burkhard, Joan

Carlson Propane

Chapman, Elisabeth

Chiaravalloti, Traudi

Clarke, Richard and 
Pamela

Copleman, Martha

Dean, Allan and Julie 
Shapiro

Deidre McFadyen

Dichter, Ursula

Dickson, John and Mary

Dodyk, Delight and Paul

Dube, Stephen and Ruth

Duffy, Kate

Edelman, Carol and Jim

Edwards. William and 
Allison

Elliot, Clinton and 
Elizabeth

Fawcett, G. James and 
Eugenie

Fisch, Susan and 
Michael

Flattau, Isaac

Flint, Charles

Forthman, Margaret

Freedman, Henry

Gilder, George and Nini

Gillam, Linda

Gimblette, Greg and 
Paula

Goudey, Donald and 
Judith

Grealish, Linnea and 
Peter

Greene, Richard and 
Lindsay

Hansen, Elizabeth

Hartman, Carl and Elise

Hawley, Emerson

Helfer, Michael

Humphrey, John and 
Maggie Leonard

Ives, Colta and Gary

Jaffe, Richard and 
Marianne

Jervas, Mickey

Johnson, Jane and 
Charles

Jones, Nancy and Gil 
Schrank

Kailas, Merle and Leo

Katz, John

Keenum, John and 
Katherine

Kern, Frank and Julie

Kern, Leona

Kershner, Barbara

Krupka, Ellen

Kurber, Joan

Levine, Abigail and 
Bruce

Loy, Jonathan and 
Christopher Riggleman

Lutts, Lisa and Dan

Lynch, Elaine and 
Dennis

Ma, Yo-Yo and Jill 
Hornor

MacKenzie, Scott 1

Makuc, John and 
Cynthia

Manning, Mary

Mathews, Sandy

McAfee, Tolbert & Jane

McIntosh, Carey and 
Joan Ferrante

McNabb, Nancy

McNay, Paula Bidwell

McTavish, Douglas and 
Joann Bell

Menker, Brenda and 
Joseph

Menker, Joseph

Mensi, Laura and 
Thomas

Monterey Library

Myers, Joan and Terry

Nolan, Mary and Jed 
Abrahamian

Norton,  Karen

Otis Library and 
Museum

Pantorno, Brandon

Pege, Deborah

Pierce, Charles and John 
Farrell

Pierce, Kyle

Potts, Kathryn

Pullen, Steve and Sally

Puntin, Lauria

Quagliata, Joseph and 
Sheila D'Nodal

Rausch, Robert

Reid-Dodick, Darlene

Richards, Karen

Ripke, Kathy

Ritter, Andrew and 
Carrie Negrini

Ritter, Walter and Diana 
Deacon

Roberts, Kathryn and 
Marc

Rodgers, Cathy and 
Buddy

Rosenberg, Karen

Ross, Maureen

Roth, Leslie

Ryan, Thomas and 
Waiveris, Katherine

Salomon, Morton and 
Teri

Salomon, Patricia and 
Julio Rodriguez

Saul, Kim

Saul-Sena, Linda and 
Mark

Scheffey, Joyce

Schulz, Eric and Dodyk, 
Michaela

Selsky, Karen

Shulklapper, Lester and 
Marilyn

Skrepich, Ronald

smith, Anna

Smithers, F. Sydney and 
Rosamond

Solomon, Michael

Stanley, Sara

Stern, Erica

Taylor, Russell

Tomasovich, Nancy

Torrico, Nancy

Waldman, Michele

Wasiuk, Kyp and Joe

Weiner, Susan and Chris 
Aidun

Welcome, Janice

Wilcox, Michael

Wilcox, Richard Bidwell 
& Joyce E. Butler

Wise, Terry

Yargeau, Edward and 
Nancy Brunswick

Young, Caroline

Zarnoch, JoAnn and 
Bruce

Zellman, Cheryl

Zisser, Michael and 
Morton, Marsha
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For 50 years, providing professional services to private and municipal clients 

 in Western Massachusetts and Eastern New York. 
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Robert Hoogs, President

Diane M. Austin, Vice-President

Linnea Grealish, 2nd Vice-President

Paula Leuchs Moats, Secretary

Franklin R. Kern, Treasurer

Brian Andreoli

Delight Dodyk

L. Chapin Fish

Steve Gilbert

Greg Gimblette

Richard Greene, MD

Sam Herrup

Jane Johnson

Elaine Lynch

Kathryn Roberts

Tom Ryan

Richard Bidwell Wilcox

Simon Winchester

Trustee Emeritus John Demos

Trustee Emeritus George Emmons

Heather Kowalski, Executive Director

Erin Hunt, Administrative Manager/
Caretaker
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The Heritage Garden

Behind the Museum you will find an area enclosed with a split rail fence. This is the 
Heritage Garden. This garden was created using seeds and methods similar to those 
used by the Bidwell family over 250 years ago.

A garden of this proportion would not have been large enough to feed a family the 
size of Reverend Bidwell's, but it allows our visitors to see the types of vegetables and 
fruits that would have been grown in 18th century New England.

In this garden, at various points in the growing season, you can find beans, 
blueberries, carrots, currents, onions, numerous varieties of squash, raspberries and 
rhubarb. There are also apple trees along the north side, sunflowers that bloom each 
summer and a grape arbor on the west end of the plot.

In 2020, In response to the pandemic, the Bidwell House Museum adapted the 
Heritage Garden to also serve as a community food garden. Volunteers used compost 
and mulch to make it a productive space, similar how it would have been farmed in 
the 18th. Gardening this way shows what a food garden might have looked like for the 
Bidwell family and helped the Museum produce enough food to donate to food banks 
in Berkshire County.

The Heritage  Garden in summer 2020

Thank You to Our 
2021 Business 

Partners

Alarms of Berkshire 
County

Berkshire South Regional 
Community Center

The Bookloft

Brockman Real Estate

Canyon Ranch

Chester Theater

Clark & Green 
Architecture Design

Domaney’s Liquors

Fairview Hospital

Foresight Land Services

Keator Family

Kwikprint

Mahaiwe Tent

Tryon Construction

UMass Fine Arts Center

Wards

Wheeler & Taylor

 Please patronize the businesses 
who support the museum. Their 

generous donations help the 
museum offer educational tours, 

lectures and events that keep 
history alive. Thank you.
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1737  Four townships between Westfield 
and Sheffield, Ma. were surveyed. 

The proprietors of Housatonic Township 
No. 1 voted to designate one lot for “the 
first settled minister.”

1740s  The construction of the  
Housatonic Township No. 1  
meetinghouse, located in the town 
center on the primary east-west town 
road, took several years to complete 
due to conflicts with regional Mahican 
Indians. 

1750  Reverend Adonijah Bidwell was 
called to Housatonic Township No. 1 to 
establish a Congregational church. 

Reverend Bidwell accepted the 
pastorate in Township No. 1 at a pay rate 
of four shillings a week. 

1752  Reverend Bidwell married his 
first wife, Theodosia Colton of West 
Hartford, Ct. There were no children.   

1760  Reverend Bidwell married his  
second wife, Jemima Devotion of  
Suffield, Ct. She was a first cousin to  
Theodosia Colton. Jemima Devotion 
Bidwell bore four children: Adonijah, 
Barnabas, Jemima, Theodosia. 

1761  Berkshire County was created out 
of Hampshire County. 

1762  Housatonic Township No. 1 was 
incorporated and named Tyringham. 
There were 51 houses, 55 families 
and 336 inhabitants within the town, 
concentrated mostly along the primary 
east-west town road and to the south. 

1772  Reverend Bidwell married his third 
wife, Ruth Kent of Suffield, Ct. 

1776  Reverend Bidwell bore his “full  
proportion toward…the War” at age 62. 

1784  Reverend Bidwell died on June 2 
and was buried in the first cemetery, on 
Beartown Mountain Road.

Adonijah the younger inherited the farm. 

1789  Adonijah the younger married  
Milicent Dench of Hopkinton, Ma.  
She bore 12 children during 48 years  
of marriage. 

1790s  The original meetinghouse 
falls to wrack and ruin. A town vote 
moved the location of the proposed 
new second meetinghouse a mile to 
the south of the first structure. The vote 
caused  
division between the town’s people who 
lived in the less populated northern  
section and those who lived in the  
more densely populated southern 
part of town. North Tyringham and 
South Tyringham became terms of 
identification within the town.

1836  Adonijah the younger sold the 
Bidwell family farm to his second oldest 
surviving son, John Devotion Bidwell, 
“in consideration of…Love and Affection 
and One Dollar.”

The simple Greek Revival eastern 
addition was constructed. There were 
“apple, peach and plum trees, along 
with a well of water enclosed in the 
dwelling house, three large barns, a 
cider mill with a corn house over it and 
a wood house, as well as a number of 

The Bidwell House Museum 
Through the years

other buildings, sheds, etc. Also durable 
water in the barn yard, brought in an 
aqueduct with leaden pipes.”

1837  Adonijah the younger died on  
February 14 and was buried in 
Tyringham. 

1844 A Methodist church and a Baptist 
church were built in North Tyringham.

1847  South Tyringham incorporated as 
Monterey. The 
new town was 
named for the 
1846 Battle of 
Monterey during 
the War with 
Mexico. 

1849  A third 
meetinghouse 
was completed 
in the center of 
Monterey. 

1853  John Devotion Bidwell sold the 
Bidwell family farm out of the family 
after 103 years of Bidwell ownership. 

1853-1913  The Bidwell House property 
was farmed by successive owners,  
including the Carringtons.

1913  Raymond P. Ensign purchased the 
unoccupied house and property. With 
fellow Pratt Institute art teacher Ernest 
Watson, he purchased adjacent land 
and together they founded an art school.

1915-1926 The Berkshire Summer 
School of Art held sessions on Bidwell 
and adjoining property, teaching artists 

and art teachers drawing, painting, 
design, etc. 45 bungalow cabins housed 
students and instructors. Ensign sold 
the Bidwell property in 1926. The art 
school continued on the adjoining 
property until 1936.

1926-1960 The Bidwell House was a  
summer residence for a series of 
owners.

1960-1986  The Bidwell House was 
owned by Jack 
Hargis and David 
Brush. They 
made the Bidwell 
House a home 
which sensitively 
yielded to the 
requirements of a 
late 20th century 
lifestyle. During 
their 26 years 
of residency 

they carefully 
refurbished the house, taking heed of 
each historic detail. Needing to furnish 
the house, Hargis and Brush were 
fortunate to acquire Reverend Bidwell’s 
1784 estate inventory and used it as a 
guide to assemble their collections of 
household appointments. 

1990  At the bequest of Jack Hargis  and 
David Brush, their private residence was 
transformed into a public museum. As 
the foundation for the Bidwell House  
collections, the estate inventory remains 
a key to the 18th  and early 19th century 
decorative arts which fill each room and 
connect over 260 years of history.

The Bidwell House, ca. 1900



413.528.6888 |  bidwellhousemuseum.org | Celebrating  Years


