
Bidwell House Museum 
Forest Stewardship and Trails 
 
 
Public 
Input Meeting  
Jan. 27, 2021 



WELCOME 
Forest Stewardship and Trails 
Public Input Meeting 

 

We would like your 

input about these 

projects to help us 

plan, and to minimize 

and mitigate adverse 

impacts 
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Agenda 

• Heather Kowalski: Welcome and Introductions 

• Rob Hoogs: Forestry and Trail Overview 

• Tom Ryan: Emerald Ash Borer impacts; why harvest? 

logging impacts; general forestry 

• Peter Tucker and Adam Brown: Specifics of Museum’s 

Forest Stewardship Plan; Forest Cutting Plan; how it 

meets owner objectives; work schedule 

• Public Questions and Comments 

• Rob Hoogs: Proposed New Trails 

• Public Questions and Comments 



LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
from the Stockbridge-Munsee 
Community of the Mohican Tribe 
It is with gratitude and humility that we acknowledge that we are 
learning, speaking and gathering on the ancestral homelands of the 
Mohican people, who are the indigenous peoples of this land.   
Despite tremendous hardship in being forced from here, today their 
community resides in Wisconsin and is known as the Stockbridge-
Munsee Community.   
We pay honor and respect to their ancestors past and present as we 
commit to building a more inclusive and equitable space for all.  

 
1 / 2 7 / 2 0 2 1  

B
ID

W
E

L
L

 H
O

U
S

E
 M

U
S

E
U

M
 F

O
R

E
S

T
R

Y
 A

N
D

 
T

R
A

IL
S

 

3 



PURPOSE 

 
• Two Projects Proposed: 

• Forestry – 2021-22 
• New Trails – 2021 

We would like your input about these projects to help us 
plan, and to minimize and mitigate adverse impacts 
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FOREST 
STEWARDSHIP 
SHORT TERM 
• INVASIVE EMERALD ASH BORERS 

• INFESTING THE FOREST 
• WILL RESULT IN TREES DYING OVER A 

PERIOD OF A FEW YEARS 
• HAZARDS FROM DEAD/DYING TREES 

FALLING ALONG TRAILS 
• MAINTENANCE OF TRAILS 
• HOPE TO SALVAGE VALUE OF TREES 

FOR LUMBER AND FIREWOOD 
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FOREST CUTTING  
Emerald Ash Borer Issues 
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• Blowdowns  - Safety - Maintenance 



FOREST CUTTING 
IMPACTS and MITIGATION 
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7 Slash from heavy cutting of diseased beech 
woods along Royal Hemlock Road in 2012  

Regrowth of understory of woodlands 
along Royal Hemlock Road, in 2020 



FOREST CUTTING 
IMPACTS and MITIGATION 
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8 
Cutting near Saphouse in 2012 and regrowth in 2020 



FOREST 
CUTTING for 
BIRDS AND 
WILDLIFE 
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9 Mass DCR: https://www.mass.gov/guides/foresters-for-the-birds-assessing-your-
woods-for-bird-habitat#-other-requirements-and-toolkit- 

Mass DCR “Foresters for the Birds” 
At the Bidwell House Museum 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ba7bd9e3ad2a49f49b0671e22
486edd1 



FOREST 
CUTTING for 
BIRDS AND 
WILDLIFE 
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10 Mass DCR: https://www.mass.gov/guides/foresters-for-the-birds-assessing-your-
woods-for-bird-habitat#-other-requirements-and-toolkit- 



FOREST 
CUTTING for 
BIRDS AND 
WILDLIFE 
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FOREST 
CUTTING for 
BIRDS AND 
WILDLIFE 
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FOREST 
CUTTING for 
BIRDS AND 
WILDLIFE 
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FOREST 
CUTTING for 
BIRDS AND 
WILDLIFE 
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FOREST STEWARDSHIP 
 

• Longer Term Goals: 

• Sustainable Forestry 

• Provide habitat for birds and 
wildlife 

• Nature study 

• Enhance selected vistas 

• Reclaim some historical agricultural 
lands including old orchard 
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15 The full report is available for viewing at 
www.bidwellhousemuseum.org/forestry-at-the-bidwell-house-museum/ 



FOREST STEWARDSHIP 
Inventory of Existing Woodlands 
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16 
Adam Brown with 9” d., diseased American Chestnut 



FOREST STEWARDSHIP 
Inventory of Existing Woodlands 
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17 Beech chewed by porcupine 

Porcupine den in 
hollow sugar maple 



FOREST STEWARDSHIP 
Inventory of Existing Woodlands 
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18 Champion Red Oak (about 4 feet diameter) 

Ruffed Grouse 
scat 



FOREST 
STEWARDSHIP 
SHORT TERM 

• HARVEST ASH TREES IN LIMITED 
LOCATIONS 

• STANDS 13 AND 14 

• NEAR EXISTING TRAILS:  

• MEETING HOUSE TRAIL, POST 
ROAD, CAIRN/CELLAR HOLE, 
STONE WALL LOOP, NORTH 
FIELD, ROYAL HEMLOCK 1 / 2 7 / 2 0 2 1  
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• 2019 Forest Stewardship Map 

 

• Stand 14 has highest density of Ash 
Trees 

• Some Ash in Stand 13 and Stand 8 
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• 2019 Forest Stewardship Map 

 

• Stand 14 has highest density of Ash 
Trees 

• Some Ash in Stands, 8, 9 and 13 
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• Many of museum’s trails are within 
or close to these areas: 

• Meeting House, Post Road, Cairn, 
Cellar Hole, Stone Wall, 
Turkeybush, Royal Hemlock, 
North Field 
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• Final Decision about which areas 
to harvest and how intensively will 
be made after a detailed “cruise”  

• Some other trees may also be 
harvested within the designated 
areas 
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• SCOPE 

• Harvest primarily Ash 

• Include some nearby trees that might 
otherwise be damaged by the work 

• Possibly include selective clearing of a 
few areas for Bird and Wildlife Habitats 

• Vista corridors 

• Post Road 
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• SCHEDULE 

• Most Likely during Dry Months  

• Depends on Market Conditions and 
Availability of Loggers 

• Earliest possible Fall 2021 

• More likely Summer-Fall 2022? 

• Only a few months actual work 
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• OPERATIONAL ISSUES 

• Skidder trails - existing for most part 

               - follow Old Post Road for new 

• Logging Landings –   use existing 

• Cleanup 

• Cut slash and coarse woody debris 
close to ground for wildlife and bird 
habitat 

 

1 / 2 7 / 2 0 2 1  

B
ID

W
E

L
L

 H
O

U
S

E
 M

U
S

E
U

M
 F

O
R

E
S

T
R

Y
 A

N
D

 
T

R
A

IL
S

 

26 



PUBLIC INPUT ABOUT FOREST STEWARDSHIP 

 QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, SUGGESTIONS: 

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

Please send any additional comments to bidwellhouse@gmail.com 
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EXISTING TRAILS 
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A. LOOM 

BROOK LOOP 
 

B. MILL SITE 
 

C. CHAMPION 
OAK LOOP 
EXTENSION 
 

D. POST ROAD 
CONNECTOR 
 

E. CHAMPION 
OAK 
CONNECTOR 

PROPOSE
D TRAILS 
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PROPOSED TRAILS 

• Generally 2 ½’ to 3’ Wide – for 
walkers, snow shoeing, etc 

• Champion Oak Extension 
follows existing wider woods 
road 

• Small swales crossed by step 
stones, “bog bridges” or 
footbridges 

• Open to public for free year 
round, daylight hours 

• No living trees cut >4” diameter 
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PROPOSED TRAILS 

• Subject to Permitting by Conservation 
Commission  

• (Wetlands and Scenic Mountains) 
• All direct abutters and nearby 

neighbors have been contacted 
 

• Schedule: 
• Greenagers will construct trails 

starting about May, complete late 
summer or early fall 

 
 



PUBLIC INPUT ABOUT TRAILS 

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, SUGGESTIONS: 

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

Please send any additional comments to bidwellhouse@gmail.com 
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Thank you for your interest and input! 

 

 
Photo courtesy of Steve Gilbert, 

2021 
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